MORE ABOUT DivX ON SMALL HDDs

By MACL

  I read the article by Joker4Ever and I think I can also give some advice about how to get a successful conversion of encoded DVDs into DivX Mini-DVDs when you are running low on disk space. Instead of making any corrections to Joker4Ever (whose article I recommend), I want to give some useful hints which wil make the process faster and easier.

  One of the issues with the conversion with low disk space is time. When you have enough space, you can decss the whole DVD onto your HD, and then let the computer run all night long. Normally, when you wake up, your machine is still working, so you have not wasted any time. But if you can only encode half of the movie at one time, maybe your computer will finish work before you wake up, losing that portion of time which, when you have a just-two-days-hired DVD, it’s precious. So you have to plan carefully your strategy for the conversion. Maybe it is better to encode first the second half of the movie, so you can start doing some other things (like ripping menus, something ALL of you who create MiniDVDs should do). On this planning you should always count on one or two CD-RW discs, so you will maximize the HD space when one part of the movie is done, by burning it into the CD-RW and deleting the encoded AVI from your HD, as well as the original VOBs (maybe it’s not too much, but it could make the difference between converting two or three vobs in one shot). You can also use them to store temporarily those MP3 you like, which take about 500 MB of your disk space.

  Most of you will have get surprised when you read Joke4Ever writing that you will have to encode at least one of the segments TWO TIMES!! This is not redundant as it may seem. The explanation is: when you cut a DivX AVI file, it must be cut in a keyframe, this is, a point in which the frame is completely stored in the AVI file, instead of being stored by blending delta frames over a former frame of the movie. Same happens when trying to join together DivX AVIs. You must join them in keyframes, and sound desynchronizations occurs if the first AVI does not end in a Keyframe. The worst of all is that you do not normally notice this before you have deleted the encoded fragments (another reason which leads to keep the work done in  CD-RWs, at least until you are sure everything has been done OK).

  Anyway, you can shorten this process a little by not enconding the whole intermediate file in the second block. FlaskMPEG lets you start encoding the files from one exact point in the movie, not necessarily the beginning of the VOB. So you can keep a chunk of the common VOB in which you will lately join both movies (about one minute of film is more than enough to find a point to cut in most cases; commonly, VOB files have about 20-21 minutes of movie each one). Setting the starting point is easy: just use the player feature of FlaskMPEG and move the slider to the point where you want the encoding to begin. Close then the player and start the conversion. Be aware that FlaskMPEG will start in the first keyframe before the point you marked as the beginning.

  About the joining: the basic rule is to find a scene in the movie where ambient sound and dialogs are null or minimum, so watchers will not notice the leap in the movie. Quiet scenes with fixed camera positions are the best for this, but not if they are focused to a face or something with much expression. Sound is the most important issue in smoothing the join. Normally, you will not want to cut a dialog in the middle, but maybe the film has a noisy scene in which the change will not be noticeable. No silver bullet here: try, and experience by yourself. As I said before, NEVER delete the encoded segments until you are totally sure that you’ve done everything right. It is better losing 10 minutes in burning them on CD-RW than spending another 7 or 8 hours in encoding the files once more.

  With the experience, you will to make every Mini-DVDs better than the one before. But if you plan to do this frequently, Time and logic (things which computer freaks really appreciate) will make you consider buying one of those big and cheap HDs sold nowadays. I recently got my new 23 Gb, and now I really appreciate the cost of the time spent before.
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